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DETAILED ACTION 

Preliminary amendment dated 5/15/2006 has been entered. Claims 1-15 are cancelled 
and claim 16-30 are pending for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 16-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Witzel 
(US 2007/0171841). 

Regarding claim 16, Witzel discloses a method for establishing a transcoder-free 
operation connection between two communication terminals in a communication 
network, comprising: 

checking in a radio network controller ([0116] access starting from a radio network 
controller), upon receipt of a request from a switching unit relating to use of at least 
one subset of at least one codec mode configuration for establishment of a transcoder- 
free operation connection ([0117] first originating network node e.g. a mobile 
switching center generates an initial supported codec list), whether the at least one 
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requested subset is supported by the radio network controller ([0117] determine 
supported codecs); 

establishing a transcoder-free operation connection to the switching unit and a 
communication terminal ([0117] TFO-TrFO harmonization is the first step to 
establish a transcoder-free operation), if the at least one subset of the at least one 
codec mode configuration is supported by the radio network controller ([0117] 
determine supported codecs); and 

signaling, from the radio network controller to the communication terminal, at least one 
message relating to the subset of the at least one codec mode configuration to be used 
for transmission of data ([0121] the originating or terminating leg will be informed of 
decided codecs, therefore signaling from network to mobile terminal). 

Regarding claim 17, Witzel discloses a method according to claim 16, wherein at least a 
part of at least one message relating to the at least one codec mode configuration to be 
used with at least two codec modes is signaled from the radio network controller to the 
communication terminal for the transmission of data in an uplink direction ([0117] and 
fig. 7 items 46, 40, 45 and 47, from mobile station to network controller therefore 
uplink direction). 

Regarding claim 18, Witzel discloses a method according to claim 17, further 
comprising signaling from the radio network controller to the communication terminal at 
least a further part of at least one message relating to the at least one subset of the at 
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least one codec mode configuration to be used for the transmission of data in the uplink 
direction ([0117]). 

Regarding claim 19, Witzel discloses a method according to claim 18, wherein the radio 
network controller supports all subsets of a supported codec mode configuration 
([0042]). 

Regarding claim 20, Witzel discloses a method according to claim 19, wherein the 
transcoder-free operation connection is established from the radio network controller to 
the communication terminal using a codec mode configuration supported by the radio 
network controller ([0042]). 

Regarding claim 21 , Witzel discloses a method according to claim 20, wherein the 
codec mode configuration represents a combination of at least two codec modes (Fig. 3 
at least two codec modes). 

Regarding claim 22, Witzel discloses a method according to claim 21, wherein the 
communication network is a cellular mobile radio network (Fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 23, Witzel discloses a method according to claim 22, wherein a radio 
resource control signaling is used by the radio network controller for signaling to the 
communication terminal (Abstract). 
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Regarding claim 24, Witzel discloses a method according to claim 23, wherein a mobile 
radio terminal, mobile computer and/or mobile organizer is used as the communication 
terminal (Abstract). 

Regarding claim 25, Witzel discloses a radio network controller for establishing a 
transcoder-free operation connection between two communication terminals in a 
communication network having a switching unit and mobile network units, comprising: 
send and receive units communicating with the mobile network units ([0117] mobile 
terminals therefore have send and receive units communicating with mobile 
network uits); and at least one processing unit checking a request sent from the 
switching unit relating to use of a subset of a codec mode configuration for 
establishment of a transcoder-free operation connection to determine whether the 
requested subset is supported by the radio network controller ([0117] a list of codecs 
is generated and direct codecs are determined, therefore at least one processing 
unit), establishing a transcoder-free operation connection to the switching unit if the 
subset of the codec mode configuration is supported by said radio network controller 
([0117] harmonization process is the first step to establish transcoder-free 
operation), and signaling a message relating to the subset of the codec mode 
configuration to be used for the transmission of data via said send unit to a 
communication terminal included among the mobile network units ([0121] the 
originating or terminating node will be informed of the decided codec). 
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Regarding claim 26, Witzel discloses a radio network controller according to claim 25, 
wherein said radio network controller signals at least a part of at least one message 
relating to the codec mode configuration to be used with at least two codec modes for 
the transmission of data in an uplink direction to the communication terminal ([0117]). 

Regarding claim 27, Witzel discloses a radio network controller according to claim 26, 
wherein said radio network controller signals at least a further part of at least one 
message relating to the at least one subset of the codec mode configuration to be used 
for the transmission of data in the uplink direction to the communication terminal ([0117] 
and Fig. 7). 

Regarding claim 28, Witzel discloses a radio network controller according to claim 27, 
wherein the communication network is a cellular mobile radio network (Abstract). 

Regarding claim 29, Witzel discloses a radio network controller according to claim 28, 
wherein the mobile network units include at least one of a mobile radio terminal, a 
mobile computer and a mobile organizer (Abstract). 

Regarding claim 30, Witzel discloses a device according to claim 29, wherein the codec 
mode configuration is a combination of at least two codec modes ([0117]). 
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Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Ante Burilovic, Alen Bulic and Branko Mikac, "Introduction of Transcoder Free Operation 
into Core Network", June 11-13, 2003, 7 th International Conference on 
Telecommunications, Zagreb, Croatia. 

Hellwig (US 2004/0100914) discloses a method for a connection through a core 
network. 

Graf (US 2003/0195981) discloses a method and node for the control of a connection in 
a communication network. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to KATHY WANG-HURST whose telephone number is 
(571)270-5371 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 7:30am- 
5pm, alternate Fridays, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Benny Tieu can be reached on (571)272-7490. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/KATHY WANG-HURST/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 4173 



/Benny Q Tieu/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4173 



